
Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Change Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25

(%) (%) ('000) ('000) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed seasonally adjusted and MRM2 (modelled estimates) data 3MA (month average) , February-26 with the exception of the youth unemployment rate which are 12MA of MRM2 estimates

Number of job ads

51,160
Change over the month

-3.3%
(or -1,751 job advertisements)

Annual change

-0.8%

(or -415 job advertisements)

Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February-26

Australia

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed,  February-26 quarter Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February-26

 

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed, seasonally adjusted data, February-26

Notes: Data in the labour market summary table are seasonally adjusted data and MRM2 data (3MA) with the exception of the youth unemployment rate which are 12MA of MRM2 estimates *Job seeker payments include those who are in receipt of either JobSeeker (aged 22 and over but under the Age Pension qualifying age) or Youth Allowance (other) payments (those 

aged 16 to 21). The reporting population for income support payments has changed to include those who are suspended from payment, and those who are current but on zero rate of payment for JobSeeker payments and those who are suspended from payment for Youth Allowance. Note that not everyone in receipt of income support is on the caseload.  Data are published 

on data.gov.au. For further information about the data, refer to the Employment Region Labour Market Dashboards data sources and quality document at jobsandskills.gov.au. For enquiries related to this dashboard, contact RegionalWorkforceAssessment@jobsandskills.gov.au.

77.4 77.7 139.6 124.7 12.0

Unemployment rate Online job advertisements by skill level

This Labour Market Dashboard provides a summary of the 

key indicators for the Queesland labour market. 

Dashboards for Australia and Employment Regions are 

also available.

Largest employing industries

% of 15-64 year olds* on job seeker income support payments

611.577.3

Working age employment rate Online job advertisements

9.4

Data current as at  26 March 2026

10.2 9.077.2

4.4

Refer to source notes for data reference periods

Labour market summary table

Unemployment Unemployment rate
Working Age

 Participation Rate
Youth unemployment rate 

Working Age

 Employment Rate

4.0

4.1

81.1 9.781.0Queensland

Australia

% of 15-64 year olds* on job seeker income support payments

5.3% 6.2%

Change in job seeker income support payments

Queensland

659.1 80.9 80.57.8 4.3

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed, seasonally adjusted & MRM2 data (3MA), 

February -26

Online job advertisements by occupation

Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February-26

Labour Market Dashboard

Queensland

Change % (February 2025 to February 

2026)

Change (February 2025 to February 2026)

Payments - February 2026

Payments - February 2025

60,305

1,027,435

967,130

11,265

213,675

224,940

Source: Department of Social Services, JobSeeker and Youth Allowance (other) payment recipients, 

data.gov.au, February -26; ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed, MRM2, February -26
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9.9%
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17.1%

Professional, Scientific and Technical
Services

Education and Training

Retail Trade

Construction

Health Care and Social Assistance

February Quarter 2026 February Quarter 2025 928
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Brisbane South East

Employment Region Labour Market Dashboard                                         

Queensland

Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Change Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25

(%) (%) ('000) ('000) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

76.8 77.1 30.4 26.2 16.1 5.0 4.4 80.8 80.7 10.9 10.8

77.4 77.7 139.6 124.7 12.0 4.4 4.0 81.0 81.1 9.7 9.4

77.3 77.2 659.1 611.5 7.8 4.3 4.1 80.9 80.5 10.2 9.0

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed,seasonally adjusted data &  MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA (month average) of estimates, February 2026, with the exception of youth unemployment rate  which uses MRM2 12MA and seasonally adjusted data.

Number of job ads

9,044
Change over the month

-4.1%
(-388 job advertisements)

Annual change

-3.2%

(-297 job advertisements)

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA, February 2026
Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed, four quarter averages, February-26 quarter
#

Brisbane South East 5.5%

Queensland 6.1%

Australia 5.7%

Local Government Area (LGA) Sep-25 Sep-24

Logan 4.3 5.8

Brisbane 3.8 3.8

Scenic Rim 3.7 4.6

Redland 2.9 3.2

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted data & MRM2 (3MA), February 2026 Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Data current as at  26 March 2026

Largest employing industries Online job advertisements by occupation

Online job advertisements by skill level

Unemployment rate
Youth unemployment 

rate*

Unemployment rate

Brisbane South East Queensland

40,525 224,940 

Change from February 

2025 to February 2026

2,615

Refer to source notes for data reference periods

Payments - February 

2025
37,910

Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, 3MA of original data, February 2026

Note: Data are not readily available by Employment Region. ABS modelled estimates are based on the Brisbane - East; Brisbane - South; and Logan - Beaudesert SA4. The Internet Vacancy Index (IVI) and income support data are apportioned to Employment Regions using an SA2 based concordance. *Job seeker payments include those 

who are in receipt of either JobSeeker (aged 22 and over but under the Age Pension qualifying age) or Youth Allowance (other) payments (those aged 16 to 21). The reporting population for income support payments has changed to include those who are suspended from payment, and those who are current but on zero rate of payment for 

JobSeeker payments and those who are suspended from payment for Youth Allowance. Note that not everyone in receipt of income support is on the caseload. Data are published on data.gov.au.

#Given the volatility of the underlying data, industry employment porportions should be treated with a high degree of caution, particularly change over the year figures.

Unemployment

Labour market summary table
Working age participation 

rate*

Job seeker income support payments*Working age employment rate (%) Online job advertisements

This Labour Market Dashboard provides key indicators 

for the labour market by Employment Region and is 

updated monthly.

For more insights, access SALM data via dewr.gov.au. Source: Deparment of Employment and 

Workplace Relations, Small Area Labour Markets, smoothed data, September-25 quarter

1,027,435

total persons on job seeker 

income support

% of 15-64 year 

olds on job seeker 

income support

LGAs with highest unemployment rates (%)

Working age employment 

rate*

Brisbane South East

Queensland

Australia

Source: Department of Social Services, JobSeeker and Youth Allowance (other) payment recipients, 

February 2026; ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2, 3MA, February 2026

11,265

Change in job seeker income support payments

% of 15-64 year olds**on job seeker income support payments

Payments - February 

2026

224,940

40,525

6.9% 5.3%

213,675 
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Cairns

Employment Region Labour Market Dashboard                                         

Queensland

Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Change Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25

(%) (%) ('000) ('000) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

77.4 77.6 7.2 7.3 -0.5 4.8 4.8 81.3 81.6 11.4 10.5

77.4 77.7 139.6 124.7 12.0 4.4 4.0 81.0 81.1 9.7 9.4

77.3 77.2 659.1 611.5 7.8 4.3 4.1 80.9 80.5 10.2 9.0

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed,seasonally adjusted data &  MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA (month average) of estimates, February 2026, with the exception of youth unemployment rate  which uses MRM2 12MA and seasonally adjusted data.

Number of job ads

2,885
Change over the month

-4.0%
(-121 job advertisements)

Annual change

3.6%

(101 job advertisements)

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA, February 2026
Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed, four quarter averages, February-26 quarter
#

Cairns 9.2%

Queensland 6.1%

Australia 5.7%

Local Government Area (LGA) Sep-25 Sep-24

Yarrabah* 67.1 44.7

Mareeba 6.9 5.0

Cassowary Coast 6.6 4.2

Tablelands 5.6 3.4

Douglas 4.9 3.1

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted data & MRM2 (3MA), February 2026 Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Data current as at  26 March 2026

Largest employing industries Online job advertisements by occupation

Online job advertisements by skill level

Unemployment rate
Youth unemployment 

rate*

Unemployment rate

Cairns Queensland

16,110 224,940 

Change from February 

2025 to February 2026

45

Refer to source notes for data reference periods

Payments - February 

2025
16,065

Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, 3MA of original data, February 2026

Note: Data are not readily available by Employment Region. ABS modelled estimates are based on the Cairns SA4. The Internet Vacancy Index (IVI) and income support data are apportioned to Employment Regions using an SA2 based concordance. *Job seeker payments include those who are in receipt of either JobSeeker (aged 22 and 

over but under the Age Pension qualifying age) or Youth Allowance (other) payments (those aged 16 to 21). The reporting population for income support payments has changed to include those who are suspended from payment, and those who are current but on zero rate of payment for JobSeeker payments and those who are suspended 

from payment for Youth Allowance. Note that not everyone in receipt of income support is on the caseload. Data are published on data.gov.au.

#Given the volatility of the underlying data, industry employment porportions should be treated with a high degree of caution, particularly change over the year figures.

Unemployment

Labour market summary table
Working age participation 

rate*

Job seeker income support payments*Working age employment rate (%) Online job advertisements

This Labour Market Dashboard provides key indicators 

for the labour market by Employment Region and is 

updated monthly.

Note: * data should be used with caution due to the small size of the labour force. For more insights, 

access SALM data via DEWR Source: Deparment of Employment and Workplace Relations  Small 

Area Labour Markets, smoothed data, June -25 quarter

1,027,435

total persons on job seeker 

income support

% of 15-64 year 

olds on job seeker 

income support

LGAs with highest unemployment rates (%)

Working age employment 

rate*

Cairns

Queensland

Australia

Source: Department of Social Services, JobSeeker and Youth Allowance (other) payment recipients, 

February 2026; ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2, 3MA, February 2026

11,265

Change in job seeker income support payments

% of 15-64 year olds**on job seeker income support payments

Payments - February 

2026

224,940

16,110

0.3% 5.3%
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Cairns (MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA)

Queensland (MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA)
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Darling Downs

Employment Region Labour Market Dashboard                                         

Queensland

Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Change Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25

(%) (%) ('000) ('000) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

76.4 76.9 6.1 5.6 9.4 3.8 3.5 79.5 79.8 8.9 8.0

77.4 77.7 139.6 124.7 12.0 4.4 4.0 81.0 81.1 9.7 9.4

77.3 77.2 659.1 611.5 7.8 4.3 4.1 80.9 80.5 10.2 9.0

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed,seasonally adjusted data &  MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA (month average) of estimates, February 2026, with the exception of youth unemployment rate  which uses MRM2 12MA and seasonally adjusted data.

Number of job ads

1,490
Change over the month

-7.9%
(-128 job advertisements)

Annual change

4.4%

(63 job advertisements)

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA, February 2026
Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed, four quarter averages, February-26 quarter
#

Darling Downs 7.4%

Queensland 6.1%

Australia 5.7%

Local Government Area (LGA) Sep-25 Sep-24

Balonne 5.1 1.8

Western Downs 4.3 2.0

Southern Downs 4.0 1.8

Lockyer Valley 3.8 4.6

Goondiwindi 3.5 1.5

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted data & MRM2 (3MA), February 2026 Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Data current as at  26 March 2026

Largest employing industries Online job advertisements by occupation

Online job advertisements by skill level

Unemployment rate
Youth unemployment 

rate*

Unemployment rate

Darling Downs Queensland

13,915 224,940 

Change from February 

2025 to February 2026

985

Refer to source notes for data reference periods

Payments - February 

2025
12,930

Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, 3MA of original data, February 2026

Note: Data are not readily available by Employment Region. ABS modelled estimates are based on the Darling Downs - Maranoa; and Toowoomba SA4. The Internet Vacancy Index (IVI) and income support data are apportioned to Employment Regions using an SA2 based concordance. *Job seeker payments include those who are in 

receipt of either JobSeeker (aged 22 and over but under the Age Pension qualifying age) or Youth Allowance (other) payments (those aged 16 to 21). The reporting population for income support payments has changed to include those who are suspended from payment, and those who are current but on zero rate of payment for JobSeeker 

payments and those who are suspended from payment for Youth Allowance. Note that not everyone in receipt of income support is on the caseload. Data are published on data.gov.au.

#Given the volatility of the underlying data, industry employment porportions should be treated with a high degree of caution, particularly change over the year figures.

Unemployment

Labour market summary table
Working age participation 

rate*

Job seeker income support payments*Working age employment rate (%) Online job advertisements

This Labour Market Dashboard provides key indicators 

for the labour market by Employment Region and is 

updated monthly.

For more insights, access SALM data via dewr.gov.au. Source: Deparment of Employment and 

Workplace Relations, Small Area Labour Markets, smoothed data, September-25 quarter

1,027,435

total persons on job seeker 

income support

% of 15-64 year 

olds on job seeker 

income support

LGAs with highest unemployment rates (%)

Working age employment 

rate*

Darling Downs

Queensland

Australia

Source: Department of Social Services, JobSeeker and Youth Allowance (other) payment recipients, 

February 2026; ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2, 3MA, February 2026

11,265

Change in job seeker income support payments

% of 15-64 year olds**on job seeker income support payments

Payments - February 

2026

224,940

13,915

7.6% 5.3%

213,675 

60

65

70

75

80

W
o
rk

in
g
 a

g
e
 e

m
p
lo

y
m

e
n
t 
ra

te
 

(%
)

Darling Downs (MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA)

Queensland (MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA)

9.7%

8.4%

11.2%
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Fitzroy

Employment Region Labour Market Dashboard                                         

Queensland

Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Change Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25

(%) (%) ('000) ('000) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

78.4 78.7 6.7 6.2 7.3 4.9 4.6 82.4 82.6 10.0 9.2

77.4 77.7 139.6 124.7 12.0 4.4 4.0 81.0 81.1 9.7 9.4

77.3 77.2 659.1 611.5 7.8 4.3 4.1 80.9 80.5 10.2 9.0

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed,seasonally adjusted data &  MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA (month average) of estimates, February 2026, with the exception of youth unemployment rate  which uses MRM2 12MA and seasonally adjusted data.

Number of job ads

1,663
Change over the month

-3.1%
(-53 job advertisements)

Annual change

1.6%

(26 job advertisements)

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA, February 2026
Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed, four quarter averages, February-26 quarter
#

Fitzroy 7.6%

Queensland 6.1%

Australia 5.7%

Local Government Area (LGA) Sep-25 Sep-24

Woorabinda* 8.6 6.7

Gladstone 6.4 5.4

Rockhampton 6.0 5.1

Central Highlands (Qld) 4.1 3.4

Banana 3.7 2.9

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted data & MRM2 (3MA), February 2026 Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Data current as at  26 March 2026

Largest employing industries Online job advertisements by occupation

Online job advertisements by skill level

Unemployment rate
Youth unemployment 

rate*

Unemployment rate

Fitzroy Queensland

11,825 224,940 

Change from February 

2025 to February 2026

740

Refer to source notes for data reference periods

Payments - February 

2025
11,085

Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, 3MA of original data, February 2026

Note: Data are not readily available by Employment Region. ABS modelled estimates are based on the Central Queensland SA4. The Internet Vacancy Index (IVI) and income support data are apportioned to Employment Regions using an SA2 based concordance. *Job seeker payments include those who are in receipt of either JobSeeker 

(aged 22 and over but under the Age Pension qualifying age) or Youth Allowance (other) payments (those aged 16 to 21). The reporting population for income support payments has changed to include those who are suspended from payment, and those who are current but on zero rate of payment for JobSeeker payments and those who 

are suspended from payment for Youth Allowance. Note that not everyone in receipt of income support is on the caseload. Data are published on data.gov.au.

#Given the volatility of the underlying data, industry employment porportions should be treated with a high degree of caution, particularly change over the year figures.

Unemployment

Labour market summary table
Working age participation 

rate*

Job seeker income support payments*Working age employment rate (%) Online job advertisements

This Labour Market Dashboard provides key indicators 

for the labour market by Employment Region and is 

updated monthly.

Note: * data should be used with caution due to the small size of the labour force. For more insights, 

access SALM data via DEWR Source: Deparment of Employment and Workplace Relations  Small 

Area Labour Markets, smoothed data, June -25 quarter

1,027,435

total persons on job seeker 

income support

% of 15-64 year 

olds on job seeker 

income support

LGAs with highest unemployment rates (%)

Working age employment 

rate*

Fitzroy

Queensland

Australia

Source: Department of Social Services, JobSeeker and Youth Allowance (other) payment recipients, 

February 2026; ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2, 3MA, February 2026

11,265

Change in job seeker income support payments

% of 15-64 year olds**on job seeker income support payments

Payments - February 

2026

224,940

11,825

6.7% 5.3%

213,675 
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Gold Coast

Employment Region Labour Market Dashboard                                         

Queensland

Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Change Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25

(%) (%) ('000) ('000) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

80.0 80.7 12.7 12.1 5.2 3.1 3.0 82.6 83.2 7.2 6.7

77.4 77.7 139.6 124.7 12.0 4.4 4.0 81.0 81.1 9.7 9.4

77.3 77.2 659.1 611.5 7.8 4.3 4.1 80.9 80.5 10.2 9.0

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed,seasonally adjusted data &  MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA (month average) of estimates, February 2026, with the exception of youth unemployment rate  which uses MRM2 12MA and seasonally adjusted data.

Number of job ads

4,532
Change over the month

-5.1%
(-241 job advertisements)

Annual change

-1.5%

(-70 job advertisements)

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA, February 2026
Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed, four quarter averages, February-26 quarter
#

Gold Coast 5.1%

Queensland 6.1%

Australia 5.7%

Local Government Area (LGA) Sep-25 Sep-24

Scenic Rim 3.7 4.6

Gold Coast 3.5 3.5

Tweed 3.1 3.6

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted data & MRM2 (3MA), February 2026 Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Data current as at  26 March 2026

Largest employing industries Online job advertisements by occupation

Online job advertisements by skill level

Unemployment rate
Youth unemployment 

rate*

Unemployment rate

Gold Coast Queensland

23,885 224,940 

Change from February 

2025 to February 2026

1,050

Refer to source notes for data reference periods

Payments - February 

2025
22,835

Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, 3MA of original data, February 2026

Note: Data are not readily available by Employment Region. ABS modelled estimates are based on the Gold Coast SA4. The Internet Vacancy Index (IVI) and income support data are apportioned to Employment Regions using an SA2 based concordance. *Job seeker payments include those who are in receipt of either JobSeeker (aged 22 

and over but under the Age Pension qualifying age) or Youth Allowance (other) payments (those aged 16 to 21). The reporting population for income support payments has changed to include those who are suspended from payment, and those who are current but on zero rate of payment for JobSeeker payments and those who are 

suspended from payment for Youth Allowance. Note that not everyone in receipt of income support is on the caseload. Data are published on data.gov.au.

#Given the volatility of the underlying data, industry employment porportions should be treated with a high degree of caution, particularly change over the year figures.

Unemployment

Labour market summary table
Working age participation 

rate*

Job seeker income support payments*Working age employment rate (%) Online job advertisements

This Labour Market Dashboard provides key indicators 

for the labour market by Employment Region and is 

updated monthly.

For more insights, access SALM data via dewr.gov.au. Source: Deparment of Employment and 

Workplace Relations, Small Area Labour Markets, smoothed data, September-25 quarter

1,027,435

total persons on job seeker 

income support

% of 15-64 year 

olds on job seeker 

income support

LGAs with highest unemployment rates (%)

Working age employment 

rate*

Gold Coast

Queensland

Australia

Source: Department of Social Services, JobSeeker and Youth Allowance (other) payment recipients, 

February 2026; ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2, 3MA, February 2026

11,265

Change in job seeker income support payments

% of 15-64 year olds**on job seeker income support payments

Payments - February 

2026

224,940

23,885

4.6% 5.3%

213,675 
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Mackay

Employment Region Labour Market Dashboard                                         

Queensland

Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Change Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25

(%) (%) ('000) ('000) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

81.7 82.2 3.5 3.3 5.2 3.1 3.0 84.3 84.7 6.2 5.6

77.4 77.7 139.6 124.7 12.0 4.4 4.0 81.0 81.1 9.7 9.4

77.3 77.2 659.1 611.5 7.8 4.3 4.1 80.9 80.5 10.2 9.0

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed,seasonally adjusted data &  MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA (month average) of estimates, February 2026, with the exception of youth unemployment rate  which uses MRM2 12MA and seasonally adjusted data.

Number of job ads

1,401
Change over the month

-3.0%
(-44 job advertisements)

Annual change

1.5%

(21 job advertisements)

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA, February 2026
Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed, four quarter averages, February-26 quarter
#

Mackay 5.6%

Queensland 6.1%

Australia 5.7%

Local Government Area (LGA) Sep-25 Sep-24

Whitsunday 3.2 3.3

Mackay 2.9 3.0

Isaac 1.3 1.2

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted data & MRM2 (3MA), February 2026 Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Data current as at  26 March 2026

Largest employing industries Online job advertisements by occupation

Online job advertisements by skill level

Unemployment rate
Youth unemployment 

rate*

Unemployment rate

Mackay Queensland

7,155 224,940 

Change from February 

2025 to February 2026

475

Refer to source notes for data reference periods

Payments - February 

2025
6,680

Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, 3MA of original data, February 2026

Note: Data are not readily available by Employment Region. ABS modelled estimates are based on the Mackay - Isaac - Whitsunday SA4. The Internet Vacancy Index (IVI) and income support data are apportioned to Employment Regions using an SA2 based concordance. *Job seeker payments include those who are in receipt of either 

JobSeeker (aged 22 and over but under the Age Pension qualifying age) or Youth Allowance (other) payments (those aged 16 to 21). The reporting population for income support payments has changed to include those who are suspended from payment, and those who are current but on zero rate of payment for JobSeeker payments and 

those who are suspended from payment for Youth Allowance. Note that not everyone in receipt of income support is on the caseload. Data are published on data.gov.au.

#Given the volatility of the underlying data, industry employment porportions should be treated with a high degree of caution, particularly change over the year figures.

Unemployment

Labour market summary table
Working age participation 

rate*

Job seeker income support payments*Working age employment rate (%) Online job advertisements

This Labour Market Dashboard provides key indicators 

for the labour market by Employment Region and is 

updated monthly.

For more insights, access SALM data via dewr.gov.au. Source: Deparment of Employment and 

Workplace Relations, Small Area Labour Markets, smoothed data, September-25 quarter

1,027,435

total persons on job seeker 

income support

% of 15-64 year 

olds on job seeker 

income support

LGAs with highest unemployment rates (%)

Working age employment 

rate*

Mackay

Queensland

Australia

Source: Department of Social Services, JobSeeker and Youth Allowance (other) payment recipients, 

February 2026; ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2, 3MA, February 2026

11,265

Change in job seeker income support payments

% of 15-64 year olds**on job seeker income support payments

Payments - February 

2026

224,940

7,155

7.1% 5.3%

213,675 
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Mackay (MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA)
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Somerset

Employment Region Labour Market Dashboard                                         

Queensland

Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Change Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25

(%) (%) ('000) ('000) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

79.6 79.8 27.3 25.6 6.4 4.1 3.9 83.0 83.1 8.9 9.1

77.4 77.7 139.6 124.7 12.0 4.4 4.0 81.0 81.1 9.7 9.4

77.3 77.2 659.1 611.5 7.8 4.3 4.1 80.9 80.5 10.2 9.0

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed,seasonally adjusted data &  MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA (month average) of estimates, February 2026, with the exception of youth unemployment rate  which uses MRM2 12MA and seasonally adjusted data.

Number of job ads

17,338
Change over the month

-3.6%
(-653 job advertisements)

Annual change

-3.3%

(-600 job advertisements)

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA, February 2026
Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed, four quarter averages, February-26 quarter
#

Somerset 4.7%

Queensland 6.1%

Australia 5.7%

Local Government Area (LGA) Sep-25 Sep-24

Moreton Bay 4.5 5.2

Somerset 4.3 5.7

Brisbane 3.8 3.8

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted data & MRM2 (3MA), February 2026 Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Data current as at  26 March 2026

Largest employing industries Online job advertisements by occupation

Online job advertisements by skill level

Unemployment rate
Youth unemployment 

rate*

Unemployment rate

Somerset Queensland

36,135 224,940 

Change from February 

2025 to February 2026

1,915

Refer to source notes for data reference periods

Payments - February 

2025
34,220

Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, 3MA of original data, February 2026

Note: Data are not readily available by Employment Region. ABS modelled estimates are based on the Brisbane - North; Brisbane Inner City; Moreton Bay - North; and Moreton Bay - South SA4. The Internet Vacancy Index (IVI) and income support data are apportioned to Employment Regions using an SA2 based concordance. *Job 

seeker payments include those who are in receipt of either JobSeeker (aged 22 and over but under the Age Pension qualifying age) or Youth Allowance (other) payments (those aged 16 to 21). The reporting population for income support payments has changed to include those who are suspended from payment, and those who are current 

but on zero rate of payment for JobSeeker payments and those who are suspended from payment for Youth Allowance. Note that not everyone in receipt of income support is on the caseload. Data are published on data.gov.au.

#Given the volatility of the underlying data, industry employment porportions should be treated with a high degree of caution, particularly change over the year figures.

Unemployment

Labour market summary table
Working age participation 

rate*

Job seeker income support payments*Working age employment rate (%) Online job advertisements

This Labour Market Dashboard provides key indicators 

for the labour market by Employment Region and is 

updated monthly.

For more insights, access SALM data via dewr.gov.au. Source: Deparment of Employment and 

Workplace Relations, Small Area Labour Markets, smoothed data, September-25 quarter

1,027,435

total persons on job seeker 

income support

% of 15-64 year 

olds on job seeker 

income support

LGAs with highest unemployment rates (%)

Working age employment 

rate*

Somerset

Queensland

Australia

Source: Department of Social Services, JobSeeker and Youth Allowance (other) payment recipients, 

February 2026; ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2, 3MA, February 2026

11,265

Change in job seeker income support payments

% of 15-64 year olds**on job seeker income support payments

Payments - February 

2026

224,940

36,135

5.6% 5.3%

213,675 
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Queensland (MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA)

8.1%

8.4%

9.1%

10.9%

14.9%

8.0%

8.4%

8.8%

11.2%

17.4%

Accommodation and Food Services

Construction

Retail Trade

Professional, Scientific and Technical
Services

Health Care and Social Assistance

Feb-26 Feb-25

0.0

1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

6.0

7.0

8.0

U
n

e
m

p
lo

y
m

e
n
t 
ra

te
 (

%
)

Somerset (MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA

Queensland (seasonally adjusted data)

(35%)

(11%)

(17%)

(26%)

(11%)

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

Skill Level 1 -
Bachelor degree

or higher

Skill Level 2 -
Advanced
Diploma or

Diploma

Skill Level 3 -
Certificate III or

IV

Skill Level 4 -
Certificate II or III

Skill Level 5 -
Certificate I or

secondary
education

O
n
lin

e
 j
o
b
 a

d
v
e
rt

is
e
m

e
n
ts

301

362

364

382

384

414

593

789

Accountants

Registered Nurses

Other Miscellaneous Labourers

Advertising and Sales Managers

Construction Managers

Child Carers

Sales Assistants (General)

General Clerks

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

O
n
lin

e
 j
o
b
 a

d
v
e
rt

is
e
m

e
n
ts

Somerset

0.0%

5.0%

10.0%

15.0%

Somerset Queensland



Townsville

Employment Region Labour Market Dashboard                                         

Queensland

Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Change Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25

(%) (%) ('000) ('000) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

75.0 75.4 7.1 6.7 6.0 5.3 5.1 79.3 79.6 11.0 10.1

77.4 77.7 139.6 124.7 12.0 4.4 4.0 81.0 81.1 9.7 9.4

77.3 77.2 659.1 611.5 7.8 4.3 4.1 80.9 80.5 10.2 9.0

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed,seasonally adjusted data &  MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA (month average) of estimates, February 2026, with the exception of youth unemployment rate  which uses MRM2 12MA and seasonally adjusted data.

Number of job ads

3,098
Change over the month

-3.2%
(-103 job advertisements)

Annual change

4.1%

(122 job advertisements)

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA, February 2026
Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed, four quarter averages, February-26 quarter
#

Townsville 9.0%

Queensland 6.1%

Australia 5.7%

Local Government Area (LGA) Sep-25 Sep-24

Charters Towers 6.7 5.6

Hinchinbrook 5.9 4.6

Burdekin 5.5 4.1

Townsville 5.2 4.1

Mount Isa 3.7 3.7

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted data & MRM2 (3MA), February 2026 Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Data current as at  26 March 2026

Largest employing industries Online job advertisements by occupation

Online job advertisements by skill level

Unemployment rate
Youth unemployment 

rate*

Unemployment rate

Townsville Queensland

14,225 224,940 

Change from February 

2025 to February 2026

355

Refer to source notes for data reference periods

Payments - February 

2025
13,870

Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, 3MA of original data, February 2026

Note: Data are not readily available by Employment Region. ABS modelled estimates are based on the Townsville SA4. The Internet Vacancy Index (IVI) and income support data are apportioned to Employment Regions using an SA2 based concordance. *Job seeker payments include those who are in receipt of either JobSeeker (aged 22 

and over but under the Age Pension qualifying age) or Youth Allowance (other) payments (those aged 16 to 21). The reporting population for income support payments has changed to include those who are suspended from payment, and those who are current but on zero rate of payment for JobSeeker payments and those who are 

suspended from payment for Youth Allowance. Note that not everyone in receipt of income support is on the caseload. Data are published on data.gov.au.

#Given the volatility of the underlying data, industry employment porportions should be treated with a high degree of caution, particularly change over the year figures.

Unemployment

Labour market summary table
Working age participation 

rate*

Job seeker income support payments*Working age employment rate (%) Online job advertisements

This Labour Market Dashboard provides key indicators 

for the labour market by Employment Region and is 

updated monthly.

For more insights, access SALM data via dewr.gov.au. Source: Deparment of Employment and 

Workplace Relations, Small Area Labour Markets, smoothed data, September-25 quarter

1,027,435

total persons on job seeker 

income support

% of 15-64 year 

olds on job seeker 

income support

LGAs with highest unemployment rates (%)

Working age employment 

rate*

Townsville

Queensland

Australia

Source: Department of Social Services, JobSeeker and Youth Allowance (other) payment recipients, 

February 2026; ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2, 3MA, February 2026

11,265

Change in job seeker income support payments

% of 15-64 year olds**on job seeker income support payments

Payments - February 

2026

224,940

14,225

2.6% 5.3%

213,675 
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Wide Bay and Sunshine Coast

Employment Region Labour Market Dashboard                                         

Queensland

Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Change Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25

(%) (%) ('000) ('000) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

74.8 75.2 16.8 15.8 6.4 4.3 4.1 78.3 78.6 10.1 9.6

77.4 77.7 139.6 124.7 12.0 4.4 4.0 81.0 81.1 9.7 9.4

77.3 77.2 659.1 611.5 7.8 4.3 4.1 80.9 80.5 10.2 9.0

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed,seasonally adjusted data &  MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA (month average) of estimates, February 2026, with the exception of youth unemployment rate  which uses MRM2 12MA and seasonally adjusted data.

Number of job ads

4,535
Change over the month

-0.4%
(-17 job advertisements)

Annual change

4.5%

(193 job advertisements)

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA, February 2026
Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed, four quarter averages, February-26 quarter
#

Wide Bay and Sunshine Coast 7.2%

Queensland 6.1%

Australia 5.7%

Local Government Area (LGA) Sep-25 Sep-24

Cherbourg* 8.6 7.9

South Burnett 6.4 6.0

Fraser Coast 5.7 5.2

Gympie 4.9 4.4

Bundaberg 4.7 4.5

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted data & MRM2 (3MA), February 2026 Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Data current as at  26 March 2026

Largest employing industries Online job advertisements by occupation

Online job advertisements by skill level

Unemployment rate
Youth unemployment 

rate*

Unemployment rate

Wide Bay and Sunshine 

Coast
Queensland

33,310 224,940 

Change from February 

2025 to February 2026

1,040

Refer to source notes for data reference periods

Payments - February 

2025
32,270

Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, 3MA of original data, February 2026

Note: Data are not readily available by Employment Region. ABS modelled estimates are based on the Sunshine Coast; and Wide Bay SA4. The Internet Vacancy Index (IVI) and income support data are apportioned to Employment Regions using an SA2 based concordance. *Job seeker payments include those who are in receipt of either 

JobSeeker (aged 22 and over but under the Age Pension qualifying age) or Youth Allowance (other) payments (those aged 16 to 21). The reporting population for income support payments has changed to include those who are suspended from payment, and those who are current but on zero rate of payment for JobSeeker payments and 

those who are suspended from payment for Youth Allowance. Note that not everyone in receipt of income support is on the caseload. Data are published on data.gov.au.

#Given the volatility of the underlying data, industry employment porportions should be treated with a high degree of caution, particularly change over the year figures.

Unemployment

Labour market summary table
Working age participation 

rate*

Job seeker income support payments*Working age employment rate (%) Online job advertisements

This Labour Market Dashboard provides key indicators 

for the labour market by Employment Region and is 

updated monthly.

Note: * data should be used with caution due to the small size of the labour force. For more insights, 

access SALM data via DEWR Source: Deparment of Employment and Workplace Relations  Small 

Area Labour Markets, smoothed data, June -25 quarter

1,027,435

total persons on job seeker 

income support

% of 15-64 year 

olds on job seeker 

income support

LGAs with highest unemployment rates (%)

Working age employment 

rate*

Wide Bay and Sunshine Coast

Queensland

Australia

Source: Department of Social Services, JobSeeker and Youth Allowance (other) payment recipients, 

February 2026; ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2, 3MA, February 2026

11,265

Change in job seeker income support payments

% of 15-64 year olds**on job seeker income support payments

Payments - February 

2026

224,940

33,310

3.2% 5.3%

213,675 
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Wivenhoe

Employment Region Labour Market Dashboard                                         

Queensland

Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Change Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25 Feb-26 Feb-25

(%) (%) ('000) ('000) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

75.0 74.9 17.0 15.6 9.4 5.0 4.7 79.0 78.8 10.7 10.9

77.4 77.7 139.6 124.7 12.0 4.4 4.0 81.0 81.1 9.7 9.4

77.3 77.2 659.1 611.5 7.8 4.3 4.1 80.9 80.5 10.2 9.0

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed,seasonally adjusted data &  MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA (month average) of estimates, February 2026, with the exception of youth unemployment rate  which uses MRM2 12MA and seasonally adjusted data.

Number of job ads

3,325
Change over the month

-5.1%
(-178 job advertisements)

Annual change

-1.4%

(-47 job advertisements)

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2 (modelled estimates), 3MA, February 2026
Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, Detailed, four quarter averages, February-26 quarter
#

Wivenhoe 5.3%

Queensland 6.1%

Australia 5.7%

Local Government Area (LGA) Sep-25 Sep-24

Ipswich 4.7 5.6

Somerset 4.3 5.7

Brisbane 3.8 3.8

Lockyer Valley 3.8 4.6

Scenic Rim 3.7 4.6

Source: ABS, Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted data & MRM2 (3MA), February 2026 Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, seasonally adjusted data, February 2026

Data current as at  26 March 2026

Largest employing industries Online job advertisements by occupation

Online job advertisements by skill level

Unemployment rate
Youth unemployment 

rate*

Unemployment rate

Wivenhoe Queensland

21,980 224,940 

Change from February 

2025 to February 2026

1,265

Refer to source notes for data reference periods

Payments - February 

2025
20,715

Source: Jobs and Skills Australia, Internet Vacancy Index, 3MA of original data, February 2026

Note: Data are not readily available by Employment Region. ABS modelled estimates are based on the Brisbane - West; and Ipswich SA4. The Internet Vacancy Index (IVI) and income support data are apportioned to Employment Regions using an SA2 based concordance. *Job seeker payments include those who are in receipt of either 

JobSeeker (aged 22 and over but under the Age Pension qualifying age) or Youth Allowance (other) payments (those aged 16 to 21). The reporting population for income support payments has changed to include those who are suspended from payment, and those who are current but on zero rate of payment for JobSeeker payments and 

those who are suspended from payment for Youth Allowance. Note that not everyone in receipt of income support is on the caseload. Data are published on data.gov.au.

#Given the volatility of the underlying data, industry employment porportions should be treated with a high degree of caution, particularly change over the year figures.

Unemployment

Labour market summary table
Working age participation 

rate*

Job seeker income support payments*Working age employment rate (%) Online job advertisements

This Labour Market Dashboard provides key indicators 

for the labour market by Employment Region and is 

updated monthly.

For more insights, access SALM data via dewr.gov.au. Source: Deparment of Employment and 

Workplace Relations, Small Area Labour Markets, smoothed data, September-25 quarter

1,027,435

total persons on job seeker 

income support

% of 15-64 year 

olds on job seeker 

income support

LGAs with highest unemployment rates (%)

Working age employment 

rate*

Wivenhoe

Queensland

Australia

Source: Department of Social Services, JobSeeker and Youth Allowance (other) payment recipients, 

February 2026; ABS, Labour Force Survey, MRM2, 3MA, February 2026

11,265

Change in job seeker income support payments

% of 15-64 year olds**on job seeker income support payments

Payments - February 

2026

224,940

21,980

6.1% 5.3%

213,675 
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